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Quarterly Meeting 

County Council and Board of Education 

March 28, 2017 

C. Vernon Gray Room 

8:30 a.m. 

 

 

Minutes (Approved) 

 

The Chairperson opened the meeting at 8:33 a.m.  

 

Council Members Present:  Jon Weinstein, Chairperson; Calvin Ball, Vice Chairperson; Mary Kay 

Sigaty; Jen Terrasa.  Not Present:  Greg Fox. 

 

Board of Education Members Present:  Bess Altwerger, Vice Chairman; Kirsten Coombs; 

Christina Delmont-Small; Mavis Ellis; Sandy French; Christine O’Connor; Griffin Diven.  Not 

Present:  Cindy Vaillancourt, Chairman. 

 

County Staff Present:  Jessica Feldmark, Council Administrator; Craig Glendenning, County 

Auditor; Ed Shulder, Deputy County Auditor; Gary Kuc, County Solicitor.  

 

School System Staff Present:  Kathleen Hanks; Renee Foose; Bruce Gist; Caryn Lasser; Frank 

Eastham; Grace Chesney; Ebony Langford-Brown; Nancy FitzGerald. 

 

School System Budget Review Committee Recommendations 

Dr. Altwerger highlighted recommendations #3 and #4 from the committee and requested the 

Council’s support for those types of consultant reviews.  With regard to recommendation #1, 

discussion included the desire for a more comprehensive dialogue about budget priorities, the 

need for that dialogue to be at the beginning of the process, and the importance of maintaining 

each branch’s distinct role in the budget process.  Ms. Sigaty noted that although the 

recommendations are written to the County Council, the Board is welcome to move forward with 

any of the recommendations it may choose to implement.  

 

 

COUNCILMEMBERS 

Jon Weinstein, Chairperson 

District 1 

Calvin Ball, Vice Chairperson 

District 2  

Jennifer Terrasa 

District 3 

Mary Kay Sigaty 

District 4 

Greg Fox 

District 5 

 



 

County Auditor’s Financial Audit of HCPSS 

Mr. Glendenning introduced Ed Shulder, who led the financial audit, and Lisa Geerman and 

Steve Peters, who also worked on the audit.  Mr. Glendenning and Mr. Shulder provided an 

overview of the audit and its findings and answered questions.  Ms. Ellis requested that all     

Board Members be provided a copy of all the DMC recommendations again.  Ms. Terrasa 

requested that any info from DMC that is public information that hasn’t yet been provided to the 

Council be provided as soon as possible.  Ms. Sigaty requested a plan for the Health and Dental 

Fund be presented as part of the budget discussion.  Dr. Foose recommended a joint task force of 

the County and School System to look at reducing health care costs for both the School System 

and the County (similar to OPEB task force).   

 

High School #13 Follow-up Items 

Bruce Gist provided an update on issues that had been raised at the last joint meeting of the 

Council and the Board and answered questions from the Council.  A phase II environmental 

study is currently underway.  DPW will be contracting for an air quality study as well.  Mr. Gist 

provided an overview of seven sites in Elkridge that the school system has considered over past 

10 years.  Councilmembers mentioned that there may be need for a school at the quarry site and 

one in Elkridge as well.  The need for redistricting was also discussed.  The school system is 

currently seeking citizens to serve on the Attendance Area Committee.   

 

Sexual Assault and School Protocols 

Frank Eastham provided an overview of existing protocols including Policy 1020 regarding 

sexual discrimination and use of the Bullying, Harassment, or Intimidation Reporting Form to 

track data on incidents.  Grace Chesney joined him in answering questions from the Council and 

the Board.  Dr. Altwerger suggested that the Board revisit the policy and clarify communication 

processes.  Dr. Ball requested that the community be involved in reviewing the policy and that a 

flowchart be developed to help people better understand the process.    

 

Mr. Weinstein announced that the next meeting will be held at 8:30 a.m. on June 9 at the Board 

of Education.   

 

The meeting was adjourned 10:46 a.m.   

 

 

 

 

 
  


